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DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE 


Grand jury to probe juvenile abuses 


BY CAROL MARBIN MILLER 
cmarbin@miamiherald.com 


Disturbed by stories about the 
rape of teens by supervisory 
staff, a pandemic of sometimes 
savage force, brutal beatdowns 
ordered by youth care workers 
and policies that permit the 
hiring of violent offenders, Mia- 
mi-Dade’s state attorney wants 


to know more about what is 
going on in the Florida juvenile 
justice system. 

She is asking a grand jury to 
investigate. 

State Attorney Katherine Fer- 
nandez Rundle’s resolve comes 
two months after the Miami 
Herald published a six-part se- 
ries, called Fight Club, 
documenting abuses inside De- 
partment of Juvenile Justice 


WINNER OF 22 
PULITZER PRIZES 


detention centers and residential 
programs. The grand jury in- 
quiry will be the third such in- 
vestigation since 2003, when the 
preventable death of a Miami 
detainee from a burst appendix 
convulsed DJJ, ending the career 
of the agency’s top adminis- 
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trator, as well as another two 
dozen employees. 

Unlike in many other states, 
Florida prosecutors have a tradi- 
tion of using grand juries to 
study social and government 
problems, issue reports called 
“presentments,” and make re- 
commendations for reform. 
Miami-Dade, in particular, has 
been a leader in the practice. 

“Not many have the privilege 
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of working with grand juries,” 
Fernandez Rundle told the Her- 
ald. “One of our favorite roles is 
working with the grand jury, 
working with them and through 
them. The large, systemic 
changes that have happened 
through the years have had such 
a tremendous, positive impact on 
our community, in countless 


SEE ABUSES, 2A 
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DREAD BUILDS FOR THOUSANDS IN PATH OF CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES 


A resident cries as the Thomas Fire approaches the town of La Conchita early Thursday morning. The biggest and most destructive of the 
windblown fires raking Southern California shut down one of the region’s busiest freeways Thursday and threatened Ojai, a scenic 
mountain town known for its boutique hotels and New Age spiritual retreats. The Ventura and LA-area fires have put tens of thousands of 
people under evacuation orders and destroyed nearly 200 homes and buildings, a figure almost certain to rise. Story, 10A 


THE ARTS 


Art Week opens to good 
reviews, bad traffic jams 


THE AMERICAS 


In Washington, 
Venezuela’s 
‘Bitcoin’ plan 
called desperate 


BY LINDA ROBERTSON 
lrobertson@miamiherald.com 


BY KYRA GURNEY 
kgurney@miamiherald.com 
While fairgoers swooned 
over the art and the beautiful, 
breezy new bayfront location 

of Art Miami, opening night 
on Tuesday was not without 
traffic and parking headaches 


Venezuela’s announcement that it 
plans to launch a national cryptocur- 
rency to evade U.S. sanctions has 
been met with skepticism in Wash- 
ington, where lawmakers see the 
proposal as a sign of the regime’s that organizers say will lessen 
increasing desperation. as Miami Art Week progress- 

Several days after Venezuelan es. 

A crowd of 14,500, com- 
bined with a concert at Amer- L- 
icanAirlines Arena and an 
auto accident on Bayshore 


SEE VENEZUELA, 6A 

CARL JUSTE cjuste@miamiherald.com 
Art dealer Willoughby Garrish, center, takes a moment to answer 
questions regarding the pair of sculptures ‘Melancholia’ at the 
opening of Art Miami. 
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Bitcoins soar in value but leave a staggering toll 
on the environment, 8A 


SEE ART WEEK, 2A 


LOCAL & STATE 


MUSEUM MAKES 
SWEET STATEMENT 


The Museum of Ice Cream 
Miami is a pleasant and 
light-hearted addition to 
Miami’s saturated market 
of museums. 3A 
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TOLL-REBATE 
CHECKS IN MAIL 


Eligible drivers are getting 
back 22 percent of money 
they paid MDX to use toll 
roads in 2017. That’s lower 
than in 2016. 3A 


WORLD 


PROTESTS ERUPT 
OVER JERUSALEM 


Palestinians clashed with 
Israeli forces in Jerusalem 
and the West Bank over 
U.S. recognition of the city 
as Israel’s capital. 12A 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 

: i : Americas “A Comics 22-23G Local news 3-7A 
Deen senile Or Pe port delivery ikstiés, Business 8-9A Deaths 12G Puzzles 24-25G 
800-843-4372 or miamiherald.com/customer-service Classified 8-9B Lottery 10A Television 26G 


CAN YOU GET MORE MONEY FROM A PAID INSTEN 
YOUR HOME STILL GETTING WET AND WAITING 


GOT MOLD?™.* (855) IRVODEKE 


FONT & NELSON LAW GROUP | 


Sis 


077851 Il 9 


(8) 


Visit CallaLawFirm.com to help get what you are owed on any type of homeowner’s insurance chat you may have 


The Finn's five partners have collectively handled well over 8,000 insurance claim related lawsuits. No fees or costs charged by the Firm until we recover money for you! Florida Law requires your insurance company to pay our ms and costs 
if legal action is taken and we prevail on your behalf. Hurricane Irma damaged thousands of homes throughout South Florida, and even if your insurance company promptly paid your claim, or, issued no payment because of your deduct- 
ible, our Firm can provide you an opinion and retain industry experts to determine whether you are entitled to additional’monies for a variety of reasons that may. not be known to you, which can include such things as: visible or hidden mold; con- 
cealed roof leak and damages; permit costs; general contractor fees; unlawful reductions or pricing of repair costs; etc. In Florida, only an attomey can provide’ you legal advice and act in your interest to obtain a judgement in your favor. 


